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wood paste.   Srijut Bhimrao Sastri, the music teacher
of the Asram, sang a song to the accompaniment of
Indian music  (the sitar and the esraj).   Water for
washing their feet was brought to them when they
left the first cottage-arch and entered the second.  The
venerable philosopher Srijut Dwijendranath Tagore's
daughter-in-law,   Srimati   Hemlata   Debi,   who  is  a
mother to the Asram, along with other ladies here
welcomed   Mrs.   Gandhi   according to Hindu rites.
From this gate they came to the inner archway. North
of it an earthen seat had been built resembling the
lotus.   It had been modelled after the reception seats
of the Vedic times.    Four banana saplings and four
pitchers full of water each bearing a mango sprig
were placed  on  the four corners.   Four reception
trays each  with  five lamps upon them were also
put in front of Gandhiji and his wife.   On behalf
of   the   ladies   a   girl   garlanded   the   pair,   put
vermilion on Mrs. Gandhi's forehead and took the dust
of their feet as a token of respect.   Pandit Kshiti
Mohan Sen and two Marathi teachers brought the
ceremony to a close with the incantation of Vedic
hymns and their translation into Bengali and GujaratL
Everywhere, when the   guests  entered an archway,
Kshiti Mohan Babu chanted Sanskrit slokas, translated
them into Bengali, and the Marathi teachers translated *
them into Gujarati.   At the end of the final ceremony
the Asram boys sang two songs under the guidance
of Srijut Dinendranath Tagore.
It may not be out of place to say that Gandhiji first met
Dattatreya, better known as Kaka Kalelkar, who was to
become one of his best workers, in Santiniketan. Along
with Chintamani Sastri he was for the time being engaged
in teaching work in the Asram.
Thus more than thirty years ago, far frona the gaze of the
public eye, Santiniketan, through this reception held under
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